Enhanced Strain in Functional
Nanoporous Gold with a Dual

Microscopic Length Scale Structure

Eric Detsi, Sergey Punzhin, Jiancun Rao, Patrick R. Onck, and Jeff Th. M. De Hosson*

Department of Applied Physics, Zernike institute for Advanced Materials and Materials Innovation Institute M2i, University of Groningen, Nijenborgh 4, 9747 AG

Groningen, The Netherlands

n recent years nanoporous metals have
attracted considerable attention due to
their potential for various applications,
including catalysts, sensors, actuators, super-
capacitors, nanofilters, and drug delivery
platforms.' "> Dealloying, ie., a corrosion
process during which the less noble alloy
component is selectively etched away, is a
commonly used method for the synthesis of
nanoporous metals.' ~'%'*73% During the
dealloying process, ligament and pore sizes
can be tailored by (i) tuning the ratio of the
alloy precursor elements; e.g., for a Au—Ag
binary system, ligament and pore sizes de-
crease with increasing silver content in the
alloy;?*?' and (i) tuning the dealloying
parameters; e.g., for the same binary system,
ligament and pore sizes decrease with in-
creasing dealloying potential® Also the
electrolyte temperature has been exploited
to control the structure size, and the size of
ligaments and pores decreases with decreas-
ing electrolyte temperature.® (iii) Finally,
ligament and pore sizes can be controlled
by post-dealloying treatments. During this
process a dealloyed material is either kept in
acid®® or exposed to high temperatures®”?®
to induce coarsening of the ligaments.
Downscaling the size of ligaments and
pores to smaller dimensions is particularly
interesting because material properties as-
sociated with bulk nanoporous metals are
enhanced when ligament and pore sizes
decrease.??~%° Obviously, the size of micro-
structural elements cannot be scaled down
indefinitely. Therefore, alternative porous
structures are desirable in order to improve
the functional properties of nanoporous
materials. In this paper, we show that nano-
porous Au with a dual microstructural length
scale can be synthesized by exploiting the
crystal structure of the alloy precursor.
Further, we show that this multiscale struc-
ture enhances the physical properties of
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ABSTRACT

We have synthesized nanoporous Au with a dual microscopic length scale by exploiting the

crystal structure of the alloy precursor. The synthesized mesoscopic material is characterized by

stacked Au layers of submicrometer thickness. In addition, each layer displays nanoporosity

through the entire bulk. It is shown that the thickness of these layers can be tailored via the

grain size of the alloy precursor. The two-length-scale structure enhances the functional

properties of nanoporous gold, leading to charge-induced strains of amplitude up to 6%, which

are roughly 2 orders of magnitude larger than in nanoporous Au with the standard one-length-

scale porous morphology. A model is presented to describe these phenomena.

KEYWORDS: nanoporous metals - stacked porous layers

charge-induced strain - actuator - sensor

nanoporous materials. This is done by in-
vestigating the charge-induced strain re-
sponse of the synthesized nanoporous Au
and by comparing this response to that of
nanoporous Au with the standard porous
morphology.

Nanoporous Au was synthesized by free
corrosion of the AusPd,oAgys (at. %) ternary
alloy precursor in 32% nitric acid and at
room temperature (see Supporting Informa-
tion for the synthesis of the starting alloy).
During the free corrosion process, Ag and
Pd are selectively leached out of the pre-
cursor. The motivation for the usage of a
ternary system as precursor rather than the
standard Au—Ag binary alloy is discussed
later. Prior to dealloying, the starting alloy
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Figure 1. Grain boundary texture in the alloy precursors. (a) Orientation map based on the [001] inverse pole figure of the
Au—Pd—Ag precursor with cold-rolled thickness 250 um, annealed at low temperatures. The microband texture of the cold-
rolled grains can be distinguished. This texture is characterized by the preferential orientation of the elongated grains in the
[111] (blue and purples grains) and [101] (green grains) directions. (b) Orientation map based on the [001] inverse pole figure
of the precursor with cold-rolled thickness 500 xm, annealed at low temperatures. Orientation of the microband groups in the
[111] and [001] directions can be distinguished. (c) Orientation map based on the [001] inverse pole figure of the precursor
with cold-rolled thickness 250 xm, annealed at high temperatures. The microband texture vanishes during recrystallization.
(d) Misorientation profile of the grains from (a), obtained from TSL-OIM analysis. Higher misorientation angles (higher peaks)

are associated with the elongated grains.

was subjected to the following two treatments: (i) cold-
rolling from the initial thickness of ~5 mm down to
sub-millimeter thicknesses and (ii) heat treatments at
low temperature (e.g., 350 °C for maximum 24 h) or at
high temperature (e.g., 700 °C for maximum 7 h).
Rectangular samples with sizes 2 x 1 x 0.25 mm?
and 2 x 1 x 0.5 mm?® were obtained from the cold-
rolled and heat-treated samples for dealloying.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Microstructural Characterization of the Alloy Precursor. The
microstructures of the cold-rolled and heat-treated
alloy precursors were investigated using electron back-
scatter diffraction (EBSD), FEI XL30 SEM FEG. Figure 1a
and b display orientation maps based on the [001]
inverse pole figure of the cross-section of two cold-
rolled alloy precursors with thickness 250 and 500 um,
respectively. These two starting alloys were annealed
at low temperatures. Figure 1c displays an orientation
map based on the [001] inverse pole figure of an alloy
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precursor with thickness 250 um, annealed at high
temperature. Figure 1d represents a typical grain mis-
orientation profile as obtained from TSL-OIM analysis.
The misorientation profile is measured along a vertical
direction, as illustrated by the red line in Figure 1a. The
horizontal axis in Figure 1d indicates the distance, and
the vertical axis represents the misorientation angle
along the line.

A preferential orientation is observed in EBSD anal-
ysis (Figure 1a and b). Grains orientation in the [111]
and [101] directions for Figure 1a and in the [111] and
[001] directions for Figure 1b can clearly be distin-
guished. In contrast, grains appear to be randomly
oriented in cold-rolled samples when heat treated at
high temperature (Figure 1c). Recovery and recrystalli-
zation occur at higher temperatures.

Grains in the alloy precursors subjected to low-
temperature annealing are oriented in microbands
(see Figure 1a and b). The average density in the
microband texture of the sample with initial thickness
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Figure 2. (a—d) Fracture cross sections of nanoporous Au
showing stacked porous layers at different magnifications.
These layered structures are obtained from the alloy pre-
cursor in Figure 1a, and the density of the nanoporous Au
layers through the cross section corresponds to that of the
microband texture in the precursor in Figure 1a.

of 250 um (Figure 1a) was found to be ~11 microbands
along a 3.5 um cross section (i.e., ~3 per um). This
packing density can be deduced either from differ-
ences in color among microbands, as shown in
Figure 1a, or from the density of high peaks in the
corresponding grain misorientation profile, as illus-
trated in Figure 1d. In a similar way, the average density
in the microband texture of the sample with initial
thickness of 500 um (Figures 1b) was found to be ~1
microband per um.

The microband structure in the starting alloys is
used as a precursor for the synthesis of nanoporous Au
with a dual microscopic length scale. Note that the
Au—Pd—Ag ternary system was preferred to the Au—
Ag binary alloy because the grain orientation texture
introduced in the Au—Ag alloy by cold-rolling was
found to partially disappear during annealing. The
microband texture is better preserved in the Au—
Pd—Ag starting alloy under similar annealing condi-
tions. A possible explanation for this might be the
relatively higher recrystallization temperature of the
Au—Pd—Ag ternary system compared to that of the
Au—Ag binary alloy.

Dealloying Process. The free corrosion process was
observed to be relatively slow compared to that of
the binary alloy (about 20 times slower). At the end of
the dealloying process, both gravimetric analysis and
EDS were employed to verify that all Ag and Pd were
etched away. Considerable volume shrinkage was ob-
served after dealloying: the final volume of dealloyed
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Figure 3. (a, b) Nonfracture and (c) fracture cross sections of
nanoporous Au showing stacked porous layers at different
magnifications. These layered structures are obtained from
the alloy precursor in Figure 1b, and the density of the
nanoporous Au layers through the cross section corre-
sponds to that of the microband texture in the precursor
in Figure 1b.

samples represents only a ~20% volume fraction of the
initial alloy precursor. This corresponds to 80% volume
shrinkage. For comparison, volume contractions up to
30% have been reported'® in nanoporous Au obtained
from binary alloys with composition between Au,,Ags,
and Aus;Ages (at. %). Parida et al.'® attributed this
~30% volume shrinkage to local plastic deformation
taking place during dealloying. A very high density of
crystal defects is indeed expected in our material if one
takes into account the following two points: (i) the
starting alloy was severely cold-rolled from its initial
thickness of ~5 mm down to submillimeter thickness;
(ii) the fraction of more noble element in the face-
centered cubic (fcc) lattice of the alloy precursor is very
low (only 5 at. %), which means that each Au atom has
fewer other neighboring Au atoms.'® This might favor
the formation of defects in the crystal lattice when 95
at. % of material consisting of less noble elements (Ag,
Pd) is etched away during dealloying.

The thickness of the cold-rolled ternary alloy was
mostly affected during the volume shrinkage: after
dealloying it decreases for about ~72% in the 250
um thick samples (from 250 um to ~70 um) and ~40%
in the 500 um thick samples (from 500 xm to ~200 xm).

Microstructural Characterization of the Synthesized Nano-
porous Au. Ultra-high-resolution scanning electron mi-
croscopy (UHR-SEM) FEI-XL30s SEM-FEG and high-
resolution transmission electron microscopy (HRTEM)
Jeol-JEM-2010F were employed to characterize the
synthesized nanoporous Au. Stacked Au layers with
submicrometer thicknesses are observed along the
entire cross section of dealloyed samples whose
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Figure 4. Scale morphology. (a) Undeformed surface. The layers are formed by scales with characteristic lateral dimension
varying between ~10 and ~200 um. (b) Higher magnification micrograph showing the porous structure of the scales. (c)
Deformed surface. The scales are partially delaminated from the underlying layers. (d) At higher magnification it can be seen
that the scales deformed by bending. (e) Ultra-high-resolution scanning electron micrograph showing the porous structure of
a Au layer. The average ligament size is 30 nm. (f) False color transmission electron micrographs displaying individual Au
ligaments covered by an oxide formed during the dealloying process.

precursors are heat treated at low temperature. Each of
these layers displays nanoporosity through the entire
bulk. The typical fracture cross sections of nanoporous
Au obtained from the alloy precursor with 250 um
initial thickness are shown at different magnifications
in Figure 2a—d. It can be seen that the microband
texture in the alloy precursor as displayed in Figure 1a
has given rise to nanoporous Au with a layered mor-
phology. The scanning electron micrographs in Figure
3 represent both nonfracture (Figure 3a and b) and
fracture (Figure 3c) cross sections of nanoporous Au
samples obtained from the alloy precursor with 500 um
initial thickness. It is shown that the porous Au layers
obtained from the alloy precursor with initial thickness
250 um are more densely packed than those obtained
from the alloy precursor with 500 um initial thickness.

In order to quantitatively confirm the relation be-
tween the porous multilayer morphology and the
microband texture in the precursors, the densities of
the microbands as determined in the previous section
were compared to those of the porous Au layers. About
700 nanoporous Au layers were estimated through the
entire dealloyed cross section (i.e, 70 um) of the
sample with an initial thickness of 250 um. This corre-
sponds to a packing density of ~10 nanoporous Au
layers per um. The corresponding alloy precursor dis-
plays ~11 microbands along a cross section with a
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Figure 5. Grained architecture. (a) Fracture cross section of
a dealloyed structure obtained from a cold-rolled precursor
heat treated at high temperature (see Figure 1c). The
nanoporous layered structure is not formed. Instead, nano-
porous Au grains are formed. (b) Porosity of the grains at
higher magnification.

length of 3.5 um. Note that during dealloying, 3.5 um
decreases to 1 um (~72% shrinkage). This means that
the packing density of the microbands becomes
~11 per um after dealloying, which corresponds to
that of the porous layers. Similarly, when taking into
account the ~40% shrinkage in the thicker sample
(500 um) during dealloying, we found that the packing
density of the porous Au layers (~1.5 layer per um) is
comparable to that of the microbands, ie., ~1.5 micro-
band per um (note that it was ~2 microbands over 2 um
before dealloying). This confirms that the multilayer mor-
phology in our nanoporous Au is directly coupled to the
layered texture development in the alloy precursor.
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SEM investigations of the porous multilayer mor-
phology indicate that at a given plane the layers are
not continuous. Rather, they form scales, as can be
seen at different magnifications in Figure 4a to d (see
also Figure 2c). The lateral characteristic dimension of
the scales varies between ~10 and ~200 um. These
dimensions are comparable to the grain size distribu-
tion in the original alloy before cold rolling, which is in
agreement with the fact that the scales come from
flattened pancake grains (microbands). These scales
are partially delaminated and also locally attached
onto the underlying layers. The partial delamination
of the scales can be clearly seen at lower magnification,
e.g., compare the structure of an undeformed sample
(see Figure 4a) with that of a deformed sample (see
Figure 4cand d). When a sample is deformed, the partial
delamination of the scales is clearly visible, as indicated
by the arrows in Figure 4c and d, where it can be seen
that the scales deform by buckling. This deformation
mode will be exploited to achieve giant macroscopic
strains.

UHR-SEM investigations indicate that the nanopo-
rous Au ligaments have an average diameter of ~30 nm
(see Figure 4e). The TEM micrograph of the ligaments
investigated using HRTEM (see Figure 4f) displays an
oxide layer with an average thickness of 2 nm covering
these ligaments. This thick oxide layer comes from Ag
and Pd oxidation during the corrosion process,*® and it
was fully reduced during subsequent electrochemical
treatments.*

The thickness of the layers in the novel structure can
be controlled by tuning the thickness of the cold-rolled
alloy precursor. The thickness of the nanoporous Au
layers varies between ~50 and ~200 nm (see Figure 2)
for the precursor with a cross-section of 250 um
(Figure 1a) and between ~450 and ~650 nm (see
Figure 3) for the precursor with a cross-section of
500 um (Figure 1b). Furthermore, if the microband
texture is fully removed during heat treatments (see
Figure 1¢), the corresponding dealloyed structure does
not display nanoporous Au layers. Rather, it displays
nanoporous grains throughout the bulk cross section,
as shown in Figure 5. Note that the average size of the
nanoporous grains in Figure 5 is bigger than the
average size of the grains in the recrystallized alloy
precursor (Figure 1c). This suggests a local fusion of
boundaries between adjacent grains during dealloying.*'

Although it is evident that the porous layers in our
dealloyed structure come from pancaked grains due to
the cold-rolling process, an interesting question con-
cerns the mechanism that governs the formation of
these porous layers. Obviously, the cold-rolling process
is key in our work. In order to systematically handle this
question, we first consider the simple case of an alloy
precursor that is not subjected to cold-rolling, and we
find out whether this non-cold-rolled alloy also leads to
a nanoporous structure with a two microscopic length
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scale like the structure displayed in Figure 5. In that
structure, the average grain size corresponds to one
length scale, and the size of ligaments and pores
represents the other length scale. The two-length-scale
morphology in our nanoporous Au is characterized by
partially open boundaries between adjacent porous
grains (or porous layers) throughout the entire bulk.
This means that a two-length-scale structure can be
obtained from a non-cold-rolled alloy precursor pro-
vided that the boundaries between adjacent grains
remain partially open throughout the entire porous
bulk during dealloying. In practice however, grain
boundaries in non-cold-rolled dealloyed structures
are only locally open, as reported by Sun and Balk.*’
This suggests that cold-rolling helps in producing
partly open grain boundaries throughout the entire
bulk during dealloying.

The origin of the locally open grain boundaries can
be attributed®' either to possible enrichment of the
less noble alloy element at certain grain boundaries or
to the ease/difficulty with which atoms diffuse along
ground boundaries. In order to find out which of these
two hypotheses is applicable to our system, we have
investigated both phases present in our alloy precur-
sors and their uniformity in chemical composition by
X-ray diffraction and EDS, respectively. Our cold-rolled
alloys display a homogeneous chemical composition,
and it is concluded that the hypothesis concerning the
enrichment of less noble elements at grain boundaries
is less likely in our case. The physical origin of the open
boundary morphology seems to point toward the
second hypothesis®' based on the ease/difficulty of
atoms to diffuse along grain boundaries. This second
assumption is compatible with the strong influence of
the specific character of grain boundaries on the
intergranular corrosion behavior in polycrystalline ma-
terials in general3® The corrosion activity at grain
boundaries depends on the degree of misorientation
between the neighboring grains. This means that, in
comparison with our cold-rolled alloy precursors, large
misorientations between adjacent microbands (see
Figure 1d) do not favor fusion of the boundaries
between adjacent microbands during dealloying.
As a consequence, the resulting porous layers remain
partially delaminated and also locally pinned onto
each other during dealloying.

Electrochemical Characterization and Giant Reversible
Strains. It has been shown that electric charge accu-
mulated in the space-charge region at the metal sur-
face during atom or anion adsorption from a gas or
from an electrolyte strengthens (or weakens depend-
ing on the sign of the charge) the atomic bonds at the
metal surface, giving rise to changes in the nanoporous
metal surface stress. Due to the high surface-to-volume
ratio of nanoporous metals, changes in the surface
stress induce dimensional changes®”?'® known as
charge-induced strains. In this paper we show a
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significantly enhanced charge-induced strain response
of nanoporous Au with the novel multilayer morphol-
ogy. Electric charge injection in the space-charge re-
gion at the nanoporous Au interface is achieved during
electrochemical formation of Au oxide.3*** During elec-
trochemical oxidation (reduction) of Au, charge trans-
ferred via anion adsorption (desorption) gives rise to
changes in the material surface stress as aforemen-
tioned and subsequently to dimensional changes.®”*'°

Since the oxidation (reduction) of Au was electro-
chemically achieved, it is necessary to perform electro-
chemical characterization of the material, prior to strain
measurements. Electrochemical characterization is
aimed at the following: (i) tuning the surface stress of
the material through Au oxidation and reduction,; (ii)
investigation of the reproducibility of this oxidation—
reduction process; (i) confirmation of the purity of the
material (the EDS analysis provides only local informa-

2.0m

1.0m 4

o
>

J

=1.0m 4

Current [A]

I
I
|
-2.0m | :

1
]
]
]
1
]
~3.0m 4 1
]

<15t scan

07 08 09 10 14 12 13 14

E vs. Ag/AgCI [V]

Figure 6. (a, b) Twenty-one successive cyclic voltammo-
grams obtained during electrochemical characterization.
These voltammograms are in conformity with the typical
electrochemical signature of a polycrystalline Au electrode.
The cathodic peak intensities gradually decrease due to the
reduction of the oxide layer formed during the dealloying
process.

14
=
124
=~ 21q
E) 1.0 -
3 0.8
] 20 0 60 80 100 120
o
NCY
S~ 2
—_
o 4
& ]
»
o 20 10 60 80 100 120
Time [s]

tion on the scanned surface area about the removal of
the Pd and Ag after the dealloying process); and (iv)
indirect investigation of the increase in the material
specific surface area due to the layered structure and
its possible implication for the giant macroscopic
strains. A three-electrode electrochemical cell, contain-
ing 1 M perchloric acid, and a potentiostat («Autolab IlI-
FRA2, Eco Chemie) were used for the electrochemical
characterization. Successive cyclic voltammetry experi-
ments were performed in a potential range between
0.7 and 1.4 V with respect to a Ag/AgCl reference
electrode, at a scan rate of 10 mV-s™ . During each
scan, Au oxide formation (anodic scan) and reduction
(cathodic scan) take place at the Au—electrolyte
interface.**** Cyclic voltammograms obtained conform
to the well-known chemical signature of polycrystalline
gold electrode®*** as displayed in Figure 6a, where 21
successive cyclic voltammograms are plotted. From
Figure 6a and b it is concluded that these 21 voltammo-
grams are perfectly reproducible. Furthermore, the fact
that no irregular peaks are observed besides the ex-
pected Au oxidation and reduction peaks provides
supplementary confirmation that both Pd and Ag are
fully etched away from the Au—Pd—Ag alloy. The
specific surface area of the material was indirectly
investigated in the double-layer charging regime (see
Supporting Information).° It was concluded that the
increase in the specific surface area is not responsible for
these giant strain amplitudes.

Strain measurements were performed during simi-
lar cyclic voltammetry experiments. A confocal displace-
ment sensor (IFS2401-0.4 Micro-Epsilon) was used in situ
to probe the dimensional changes of the nanoporous
samples (see Methods and Supporting Figure $1).3° The
typical input voltage as a function of the time is shown in
Figure 7a. The corresponding output strain as a function
of time is shown in Figure 7b. The current associated
with the charge transfer activity at the nanoporous
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Figure 7. Charge-induced strain measurements. (a) Applied voltage as a function of time for a single cycle. (b) Corresponding
strain as a function of time. (c) Current and (d) strain as a function of voltage. A linear dependence of the charge-induced strain
on the voltage is observed together with hysteresis regions. These hysteresis regions overlap with the hysteresis regions on
the current—voltage characteristic.
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Au/electrolyte interface and the corresponding charge-
induced strain are plotted as a function of the voltage in
Figure 7c and d. A linear dependence of the charge-
induced strain on the voltage is observed together with
hysteresis (Figure 7d). These sections of hysteresis in the
strain—voltage curve overlap with the sections of strong
hysteresis in the current—voltage curve (Figure 7c).
Dimensional changes were measured on various sam-
ples, in a direction perpendicular to the layers. The strain
amplitudes achieved vary between 3% and 6%. The red
curve in Figure 8a displays a strain amplitude of ~6%
measured for a sample with the layered morphology. If
we compare this to the 0.1% strain amplitude measured
for a nanoporous Au sample having the standard one-
length-scale structure (see black curve in Figure 8a), it is
concluded that the strain amplitude is boosted by a
factor of almost 2 orders of magnitude due to the new
morphology. We attribute the origin of these giant
strains to the deformation mechanism of the layers,
and we propose the following physical picture: first,
expansion during opening of the scales might contrib-
ute to these large displacements. During Au electro-
oxidation, anions adsorbed onto the metal surface
attract a positive charge in the space-charge region®
at the surface of the nanoporous Au, leading to relaxa-
tion of the surface atomic bonds, resulting in an expan-
sion of the ligaments. Bulk expansion of the ligaments
should result in a uniform elastic expansion up to

DETSI ET AL.

0.1—0.2% of the individual porous Au layers 57103

However, it is believed that due to the inhomogeneity in
the stacked nanoporous Au layers (variation in
thickness), the thickness of the oxide coverage formed
on the nanoporous Au layers during electro-oxidation
(forward anodic scan) does not scale with the thickness
of these nanoporous Au layers; for example, the thick-
ness of the oxide coverage on a 50 nm thick nanoporous
Au layer is about equal to that on a 200 nm thick
nanoporous Au layer. Consequently, the amount of
electric charge accumulated in the space-charge re-
gion® at the nanoporous Au surface during electro-
oxidation does not scale with the thickness of the nano-
porous Au layers. As a result, two adjacent nanoporous
Au layers might not evenly expand, and this might give
rise to a misfit strain between adjacent nanoporous Au
scales. Since the scales are locally clamped onto each
other, the misfit strain can result in deflection; that is, the
nanoporous Au layers deform by bending in a direction
out of the plane of the layers (see Figure 8b). When the
Au oxide coverage is removed during electro-reduction
(reverse cathodic scan), positive charges injected in the
space-charge region® at the metal surface are withdrawn,
giving rise to strengthening of the bonds between atoms
at the metal surface. This yields compressive stresses in
the bulk of the ligaments and thus shortening of the
ligaments. At the scale of the Au layers this causes the
ligaments to shrink back to their initial shapes, the misfit
strains to vanish, and the bent nanoporous Au layers to
relax, giving rise to the macroscopic sample contraction.

The aforementioned giant strains are not the only
consequence of the layered structure in nanoporous
Au. Due to the presence of these layers, thick films can
deform by bending, going as far as rolling into cylin-
ders, as displayed in Figure 4c. These large rolling
deformations cannot be achieved in nanoporous Au with
uniform structure because of its highly brittle nature. In
addition, when nanoporous Au with a layered structure is
used as metallic muscle in a bilayer strip configuration'®
consisting of a thin solid Au and a thick porous Au layer, it
was found that also the composite material experiences
large charge-induced curling deformations.

Proposed Model for the Giant Strains. The bending-
induced deformation mechanism is schematically dis-
played in Figure 8b (see also Supporting Figure S2). The
layers are connected together at discrete pinning sites
a distance A apart. When charge is injected, the in-
dividual layers will expand with a strain ¢, with i an
index indicating the individual layers. This strain corre-
sponds to the typical 0.1% strain amplitudes measured
in conventional nanoporous Au. In the situation that all
layers would respond with exactly the same actuation
strain, the structure would still be compatible and no
internal stress would develop. In that case the overall
strain would be on the order of 0.1% in all directions
(in and out of the plane of the film) and no strain
enhancement out of the plane would be present.
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Figure 9. Elastic moduli mapping by AFM. (a) 2D quantitative mapping of the elastic modulus of nanoporous Au with a
layered structure, scanned area of 10 x 10 /zmz. (b) Elastic moduli profiles taken along the blue, red, and green lines. (c)
Snapshot of 3D high-resolution mapping of the elastic modulus of nanoporous Au with a layered structure. The layered
pattern is discernible. (d) Snapshot of 3D high-resolution topography of nanoporous Au. Ligaments and pores are discernible.

However, local variations in the internal layer morphol-
ogy as aforementioned might result in a variation in
actuation strains among the nanoporous Au layers. As
a result, the structure is no longer compatible, and
internal stresses arise. These stresses will lead to de-
flection of the Au layers. To quantify this, we approx-
imate the profile of a buckled scale with the functional
form (see Figure 8b)*¢37

w(x) = H sin (zlﬂ) (1)

where w is the deflection at a given location x, and H
represents the maximum amplitude. The relation be-
tween the misfit strain Ae* = ¢; — &_; between two
adjacent layers and the resulting deflection H can be
obtained by calculating the contour length of the
deformed layer:

2 2 2172
/:/,/H(a—w) ki
o ox A

The strain required to induce this deflection is
written as

/=  Hm?
A= R T ®
If t represents the average thickness of a scale (see
Figure 8b), then the overall macroscopic strain can be
written as Ae = (H — t)/t &~ H/t. By substituting H = ¢t in
eq 3, we can write the macroscopic strain in terms of
the microscopic misfit strains as

Va2 @)
aT ot

ER
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The misfit strain responsible for a macroscopic
strain of 5% can be estimated by taking an average
scale thickness of t ~ 100 nm and average lateral
distance between pinning sites of 4 ~ 5 um
(Figures 2c and 4d), leading to A&* ~ 10>, This value
is quite reasonable and represents only one percent of
the actuation strain (~103) of the separate layers.

Dimensional changes in the electrolyte are on the
order of a few micrometers, measured over a thickness
of 70 um. Therefore, they should be visible in situ, in an
optical microscope. This was verified on a thick nano-
porous Au film with scale-like morphology. When the
edge of the film (cross section) was in focus, dimen-
sional changes were observed. However, when focus
was done on the surface, no lateral dimensional
change of the film was observed. Instead, the surface
appeared to get out of focus, which indicates an out-of
plane dimensional change. These in situ observations
are in agreement with the aforementioned argument
according to which lateral displacements of the sample
are converted into out-of-plane displacements. We
emphasize that the out-of plane giant displacements
are not associated with lateral contractions of the
sample. This means that the maximum volumetric
change associated with the giant strains can be ap-
proximated by AV/V ~ Az/z, where z is the out-of plane
displacement in the (x,y,z) Cartesian system (see Sup-
porting Figure S2); this corresponds to a volumetric
strain amplitude of 6%.

Enhanced Work Density. The work density W = 1/2Y¢?
of nanoporous Au actuator with and without layered
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structure was investigated; here W, Y, and ¢ represent
the volume work density, effective Young's modulus,
and maximum strain, respectively.3®3° The effective
Young's moduli were directly measured from the two
types of materials during quantitative mapping of their
mechanical properties with an atomic force micro-
scope (Bruker), in PeakForce QNM (quantitative nano-
mechanical mapping) imaging mode (see Methods).**'
A typical two-dimensional quantitative mapping of the
elastic modulus of nanoporous Au with layered structure
is shown in Figure 9a for a scanned area of 10 x 10 um>.
The corresponding elastic moduli profiles taken along
the blue, red, and green lines are plotted in Figure 9b.
The average elastic modulus of nanoporous Au with a
layered structure was found to be ~7 GPa. Similar
measurements were performed on nanoporous Au with
conventional uniform porous morphology (average liga-
ment size ~30 nm), and the corresponding average
effective elastic modulus was found to be ~13 GPa,
roughly double that of nanoporous Au with a layered
structure. Interestingly, these two values of the effective
Young's moduli are comparable with experimental data
reported in the literature®® for nanoporous Au with an
average ligament size of ~30 nm. Figure 9c displays a
snapshot of a three-dimensional high-resolution map-
ping of the elastic modulus of nanoporous Au with a
layered structure; the layered pattern is discernible in this
elastic modulus mapping, which indicates that the pre-
sence of the layers affects the mechanical strength.
Figure 9d shows a typical three-dimensional topography
of nanoporous Au as obtained from a high-resolution
height mapping. Ligaments and pores are distinguish-
able; the differences in color are associated with differ-
ences in height.

The elastic moduli were used to investigate the
work densities of the two types of nanoporous Au.
Since these elastic moduli are measured at particular
sites on the surface, they do not necessarily represent
the exact values of the elastic moduli of the corre-
sponding bulk nanoporous Au samples. Therefore, a
comparative analysis on the work densities of the two
materials was preferred, rather than going for the
absolute values. The ratio between the work density
of a nanoporous Au actuator with a dual microscopic

METHODS

Strain Measurements with a Confocal Displacement Sensor. The
basic operating principle of our optical displacement device is
based on the differences in optical path lengths, when incoming
light of a well-defined wavelength is reflected from a moving
surface. The confocal displacement sensor IFS2401-0.4 Micro-
Epsilon is designed to operate in air as well as in a liquid environ-
ment. During optical displacement measurements a polychro-
matic white light with a spot size of 10 um is focused onto the
sample surface by an integrated multilens optical system

DETSI ET AL.

length scale (volumetric strain 6%) and that of a
nanoporous Au actuator with a one-length-scale po-
rous morphology (volumetric strain 0.3%) was found to
be ~215.Itis concluded that the relatively low effective
Young's modulus of nanoporous Au with a layered
structure (compared to that of nanoporous Au with a
uniform porous morphology) is largely compensated
by the giant strain amplitudes. The large strains in
nanoporous Au with a layered structure give rise to an
enhancement of the work density of at least 2 orders of
magnitude.

Finally to position this work, recently various alter-
natives for achieving large displacements in actuation
materials have been investigated®® and several ideas
were proposed for the displacement amplification
including cantilever systems, hydraulic-piston de-
vices, and piezoelectric motors. These techniques
however are not always appropriate for microscale
applications.”® Kramer et al'® have achieved large
relative displacements during cantilever bending ex-
periments, up to ~3 mm over a length of ~35—40 mm,
by using a nanoporous metal strip to design a 40 mm
long bilayer strip. One advantage of the actuation
mechanism associated with the layered structure pre-
sented in this paper is the possibility to achieve compar-
able large relative displacements at smaller scales:
displacements up to ~4 um can be achieved over a
thickness of ~70 um. This approach is suitable for the
current technological trends stimulated by miniaturiza-
tion of devices.

CONCLUSIONS

In summary, the main findings in this paper include
engineering dealloyed structures via the microstruc-
ture of the alloy precursor. This approach is exploited
to synthesize nanoporous Au with a dual microscopic
length scale structure. It is shown that the thickness of
the porous layers in this structure can be controlled via
the grain texture of the alloy precursor. The layered
architecture could be exploited to enhance the func-
tional properties of nanoporous materials. As an illus-
tration, we show that the charge-induced strain
response of nanoporous Au with a layered morphology
is amplified by roughly 2 orders of magnitude.

maintained out of the electrolyte, at a fixed working distance of
9 mm from the sample surface. This incoming beam of light travels
in air and through the electrolyte before striking the sample
surface (see Supporting Figure S1). The wavelength that is exactly
in focus is reflected from the sample surface back via the electro-
lyte and air to integrated detectors, where it is further transferred
via fiber-optic cable to an opto-electronic controller, where spec-
tral changes are detected and processed. Changes in the spatial
coordinates of the reflecting surface can then be measured with a
spatial resolution of ~9 nm. The confocal displacement device was
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factory calibrated (Micro-Epsilon, Germany), and the quality of the
calibration was verified prior to strain measurements.

Elastic Moduli Mapping by AFM in PeakForce Imaging Mode. Peak-
Force QNM atomic force microscopy imaging mode has be-
come attractive for the quantitative characterization of
nanoscale materials.***' This method was used in our work to
estimate the effective elastic moduli of nanoporous Au with and
without a layered structure during high-resolution imaging of
their topography. In Peakforce Tapping mode, the sample
oscillates by means of a z-piezo in the scanner at a lower
frequency (~2 kHz) than the cantilever would oscillate in the
same mode. The cantilever deflection and the z-piezo displace-
ment are recorded and provide information on the deformation
of the sample. This information together with the stiffness of the
cantilever, the deflection sensitivity, and the tip radius was col-
lected and processed using the Nanoscope-V controller and the
Nanoscope-8 software. The determination of the elastic modulus is
based on the DMT (Derjagin, Muller, Toropov) model,*" and a good
calibration is required for reliable quantitative characterization. For
our measurements on nanoporous Au, the probe of choice was
TAP525A, which is suitable for the determination of elastic moduli
in the range of 1 to 20 GPa. The nominal spring constant and tip
radius were 200 N/m and 8 nm, respectively. The deflection
sensitivity was determined from a sapphire sample due to its
incompressibility. The relative calibration of the spring constant
was performed using a HOPG (highly oriented pyrolytic graphite)
sample with a well-defined elastic modulus of 18 GPa. Measured
elastic moduli (7 and 13 GPa) on our nanoporous Au samples
with average ligament size of 30 nm are comparable with
literature data*? for nanoporous Au with comparable feature
sizes. This means that our calibration is reliable.
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